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Covid-19 situation 
Argentina is being slammed by a Covid-19 second wave and registered a record 29,472 
infections in 24 hours on last Friday 16, 2021. In total, 2.6 million cases have now been 
confirmed since the start of the pandemic, with more than 57,000 fatalities. The increment 
in cases brought the hospitals in the Buenos Aires metropolitan area, where a third of the 
population lives, to near collapse. 
Last Wednesday, President Alberto Fernández announced new restrictions for the Buenos 
Aires metropolitan area. The measures include extending a nighttime curfew and shuttering 
schools for the next two weeks, among others. 
Protesters took to the streets in Buenos Aires on Saturday to demonstrate against the 
government’s tightened measures. Main rallies took place at Obelisk and outside the 
presidential residence. In Buenos Aires city, which is an autonomous territory governed by 
the opposition, a group of parents resorted to the local court which over-ruled the federal 
order requiring classes to go online for two weeks.  
So far, no new restrictions have been announced in Northern Argentina, where dry beans 
are grown. USDBC contacted local dry bean producers, who stated that the agricultural 
production has not been affected by the new restrictions. Yet, there is some nervousness 
among buyers, that the free transit between provinces may be affected, disrupting trade.  

 
March 2020 – April 2021 daily new conformed COVID-19 cases per million people 

 
Source: Johns Hopkins University based in official data 



Agro-economic environment 
Since December 30, 2020; the Argentinian Government eliminated the export duties for 
some agricultural products of regional economies including dry edible beans. By contrast, 
the main agricultural commodities of the country, are subjected to export duties of 33% for 
soy, and 12% for wheat and corn. This has created a positive local environment for those 
regional economies. 

On the other hand, there is great concern among farmers because of the restriction that the 
Government imposed on beef exports, to try to contain the rise in the local prices of that product 
which is the main protein source for the population of the country. Many fear that the restrictions 
could reach other products as well.  

There´s also some uneasiness about the stricter residue limit controls that Brazil implemented, 
although no imported dry beans have been rejected so far in that country. Despite not being 
recommended or developed to that end, most farmers in Argentina (and many other 
countries) use Glyphosate to end the growing cycle of the beans. The alternative herbicides 
being considered to avoid problems at the border are glufosinate (e.g., Liberty, Basf), and 
Saflufenacil. Yet, neither are available in sufficient amounts and would increase production 
costs by approximately $35 per hectare.  

The recession caused by Covid-19 is also indirectly affecting agricultural exports. Since the 
economy is so weakened, imports have dropped significantly. Therefore, the number of 
containers being shipped to Argentina has been reduced, and is getting increasingly harder 
to get a booking for dry bean exporters, in an already complicated international context for 
shipping companies.  
 
Mid-term Weather Forecast 
According to the National Weather Service, La Niña continued during March, reflected by 
negative sea surface temperatures (SST) anomalies, which extended across much of the 
equatorial Pacific Ocean. SST anomalies weakened but continue to oscillate week-to-week in 
most of the Niño index regions, particularly in the eastern Pacific Ocean. The Southern 
Oscillation and Equatorial Southern Oscillation were weakly positive in March. Overall, the 
trend in the coupled ocean-atmosphere system is consistent with a weakening La Niña. 
Most of the models in the IRI/CPC plume predict a transition to ENSO-neutral during the 
Northern Hemisphere spring 2021. The forecaster consensus agrees that a transition is 
imminent, with a 50-50% chance of La Niña or ENSO-neutral for the March-May average, 
and then predicts ENSO-neutral to continue at least through the Northern Hemisphere 
summer. In part, due to the uncertainty in predictions made at this time of year, the 
forecast for the Northern Hemisphere Fall 2021 has lower confidence with a 40-50% chance 
of either La Niña or ENSO-Neutral, with a small chance for El Niño. In summary, a transition 
from La Niña to ENSO-Neutral is likely in the next month or so, with an 80% chance of ENSO-
neutral during May-July 2021. (Source for the above information: 
https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/analysis_monitoring/enso_advisory/ensodisc.sht
ml) 

Despite La Niña is associated with dry conditions in Argentina, other climate drivers brought 
precipitation to the North of the country, where dry beans are grown. Precipitation has 
been so far sufficient. 



3-monthly Total Precipitation Anomaly to July 2021 (Inches) 

  
Source: tropicaltidbits.com 

Circled in red in the chart above is Argentina’s dry bean growing region.  

Crop development  

To facilitate the development of the 2021 dry bean crop, the growing region was divided 
into three sub-regions, South (circled in red), Central (circled in blue), and North (circled in 
green) as shown in the map below:  

 
           

• Southern region (Northern Cordoba, Eastern Catamarca, Southwest Santiago del 
Estero, and Southeast Tucumán):  

o Planting window: January 5 to February 20 
o Varieties: Mainly black beans, followed by DRKB, LRKB, and mung beans. 



o Harvest starts around May 10 depending on the planting date, variety, and 
weather conditions.  

• Central region (Center and South of Tucumán, and south of Salta):  
o Planting window: January 15 to February 25 
o Varieties: Mainly black beans, followed by DRKB, and LRKB. 
o Harvest starts around May 15 depending on the planting date, variety, and 

weather conditions.  
• Northern region (From Metán City to the south up to the Bolivian border to the 

North):  
o Planting window: February 10 to March 20 
o Varieties: Mainly alubias, followed by cranberries, mung beans, LRKB, DRKB. 
o Harvest starts around June 10 depending on the planting date, variety, and 

weather conditions.  

Weed problems have been reported because of the good soil moisture content and high 
temperatures at the beginning of the growing season. The good prices expectation is driving 
farmers to spend more money than usual on herbicides that are normally not considered in 
the low-cost scheme that most growers use in the country, given their high price tag, such 
as Pivot (Imazethapyr). Ironically, this situation has generated that some phytotoxicity 
issues. 

The area surrounding route 5 in Nothern Salta province, the heartland of the alubia growing 
area, was hit by strong winds on April 15. Reports indicate that the newer pods were lost, 
and a yield decrease is expected in the lots affected by the phenomenon.  

In the south and central regions, the soil moisture content is sufficient to get to harvest with 
fair results, although grains are filling, and yields will increase if it rains during the next 
weeks. In the northern region, alubia fields are still growing new pods, and rainfall during 
the next month or so will be decisive. No early frosts have been reported so far.  

2019-2020 production figures, and 2021 production projections 

2019-2020 production figures are shown in the chart below. 2021 production projections 
are preliminary and may vary in the following reports. Alubia production projections are not 
available yet, since that variety is planted later. 

2019-2021 USDBC Argentina Crop Production Estimates (April 20) 

Bean 
Class 

Planted Area Yield (MT/Ha) 

2019 2020 2021 
20/21 

% 
change 

2019 2020 2021 20/21 % 
change 

Black 147,000 147,000 160,000 9% 1.30 1.16 1.3 8% 
Alubia 170,000 175,000 175,000 0% 1.29 1.10   NA 
Cranberry 25,500 18,000 19,500 8% 1.30 1.10 1.2 9% 
DRK 21,000 22,000 24,200 10% 1.10 1.20 1.3 8% 
LRK 11,000 12,000 13,200 10% 1.10 1.30 1.3 0% 
Mung NA 43,000 44,000 2% NA NA 1.1 NA 



Total 374,500 374,000 391,900 5% 1.22 1.17 1.2   
 

Bean 
Class 

 Gross Production (MT) Exportable Supply (MT) 

2019 2020 2021 
20/21 

% 
change 

2019 2020 2021 
20/21 

% 
change 

Black 191,100 170,520 200,000 17% 173,901 143,237 182,000 27% 
Alubia 220,000 192,500     193,600 155,925 0   
Cranberry 33,150 19,800 23,400 18% 29,835 16,434 21,060 28% 
DRK 23,100 26,400 31,460 19% 20,328 21,384 28,314 32% 
LRK 12,100 15,600 17,160 10% 10,648 12,636 15,444 22% 
Mung NA   48,400 NA 37,900 39,130 43,560 11% 
Total 479,450 424,820     428,312 349,616     

 

In the chart above, exportable supply is calculated as follows: Production minus beans held 
by the farmer for next year’s seeding (9% for black beans; 12% for alubias, LRK, and DRK; 
10% for cranberries), processing loss (7%), and carryover from previous crop year. Estimated 
remaining stocks were calculated as Exportable Supply minus Jun-Aug exports. 

Up to date, the only bean class with available stocks is alubia with 20,000 MT left, of which 
between 10,000 and 15,000 MT are already contracted and the rest is in the farmer´s hands. 
The rest of the bean classes are virtually sold out. Argentina is expected to reach 2021 
harvest with no carry-in. 

Exports 

Up to date, the only bean class with available stocks is alubia with 10,000 to 15,000 MT left. 
Exporters report that alubia sales are slow since Europe is sourcing mainly from Egypt and 
buyers are only interested in 2021 crop contracts. The rest of the bean classes are virtually 
sold out, except for some left-over seed that may get to the market. Argentina is expected 
to reach 2021 harvest with no carry-in, except for alubias.  

From June 2020 through March 2021, Argentina exported 377,942 MT of dry edible beans, 
down 7% over the same period as the previous MY (407,31 MT). The main export 
destination was Brazil (91,098 MT), followed by Spain (35,915 MT), Italy (34,965 MT), Chile 
(24,114 MT), Turkey (23,523 MT), Portugal (20,952 MT), and Cuba (15,102 MT).  



Argentina’s Top Dry Bean Export Destinations (Marketing Year June-May, MT) 

 
Source: Trade Data Monitor & Softrade 

Argentina’s Top Dry Bean Export Destinations by Bean Type (June 2020 – March 2021)  

 
Source: Softrade 
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Pace of Argentine Dry Bean Exports, June-May Marketing Year (MT)  

Source: Trade Data Monitor and Softrade 

 

Dry Bean Prices in Argentina, last week of each month (USD/MT) 

Bean Type Dec Jan Feb 
Mar (2021 crop, 

Jul-Aug 
shipment) 

Alubia FOB (240 size) $1,200 $1,200 $1,200 $1,000 

Alubia FOB (210 size) $1,200 $1,200 $1,200 * 

Alubia FOB (200 size) $1,270 $1,270 $1,270 * 

Black FOB Buenos Aires $1,100 Sold out Sold out $920 - $950 

Cranberry FOB Sold out Sold out Sold out $1,330 

DRKB FOB $1,325 Sold out Sold out $1,220 

LRKB FOB $1,400 Sold out Sold out $1,310 

Source: Industry members 

 

Representative lots tracing 

To analyze the evolution of the 2021 Argentine dry bean crop USDBC selected three 
locations in the South, Central, and Northern dry bean growing area.  

LOT 1. SOUTHERN REGION. 
Bean type Black L15 
Origin of the seed Own production 
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Planting Date January 28, 2021 
Days from planting 48 
Seed per Acre  108,900 
Row Spacing (centimeters) 52 
Tillage system Conventional 
Crop Rotation Corn - Edible bean 
Estimated harvest date May 28 
Forecasted Harvesting way Straight combining 

 

  

 

Picture of Lot 1, taken on April 16, 2021 

 

LOT 2. SOUTHERN REGION. 
Bean type Dark Red Kidney Bean 
Origin of the seed Own production 

Bean Growth Type (determinate/indeterminate)  
Planting Date January 28, 2021 
Days from planting 48 



Seeds planted per Acre 124,200 
Pounds of seed planted per Acre 370 
Row Spacing (centimeters) 52 
Tillage system Conservation Tillage 
Crop Rotation Corn - Edible bean 
Estimated harvest date May 13 
Forecasted Harvesting way Cut and windrow 

 

  

 

Picture of Lot 2, taken on April 16, 2021 

LOT 3. CENTRAL REGION. 
Bean type Light Red Kidney Bean 
Origin of the seed Own production 

Bean Growth Type (determinate/indeterminate)  
Planting Date February 8, 2021 
Days from planting 37 
Seeds planted per Acre 124,200 



Pounds of seed planted per Acre 370 
Row Spacing (centimeters) 52 
Tillage system Conservation Tillage 
Crop Rotation Corn - Edible bean 
Estimated harvest date May 24 
Forecasted Harvesting way Cut and windrow 

  

   

 

Picture of Lot 3, taken on April 16, 2021 



 

LOT 4. CENTRAL REGION. 
Bean type Cranberry Bean 
Origin of the seed Own production 

Bean Growth Type (determinate/indeterminate)  
Planting Date February 8, 2021 
Days from planting 37 
Seeds planted per Acre 124,200 
Pounds of seed planted per Acre 370 
Row Spacing (centimeters) 52 
Tillage system Conservation Tillage 
Crop Rotation Corn - Edible bean 
Estimated harvest date May 14 
Forecasted Harvesting way Cut and windrow 

 

  

Picture of Lot 4, taken on March 16, 2021 

 

LOT 5. NORTHERN REGION. 
Bean type Alubia 
Origin of the seed Own production 

Bean Growth Type (determinate/indeterminate)  
Planting Date March 1, 2021 
Days from planting 16 
Seeds planted per Acre 124,200 
Pounds of seed planted per Acre 370 
Row Spacing (centimeters) 52 
Tillage system Conservation Tillage 
Crop Rotation Corn - Edible bean 



Estimated harvest date June 19 
Forecasted Harvesting way Cut and windrow 

 

 

Picture of Lot 5, taken on March 15, 2021 
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