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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

US Dry Bean Industry’s Inaugural Global Dry Bean Buyer Event Goes Virtual 

PORTLAND, OR - October 27, 2020 – Today, the U.S. Dry Bean Council (USDBC) 
announced it will be transitioning BeanCon21—its inaugural global dry bean event—to a 
fully virtual experience, scheduled for March 2 – 4, 2021. The USDBC made the 
decision to adopt a virtual format given the realities of the ongoing pandemic and the 
limitations on global travel. Although the event will look different, the USDBC is 
confident that this first-ever, global event focused entirely on dry beans will be an 
impactful, exciting and personal gathering of dry bean buyers and stakeholders from 
across the industry. 

The Council is currently optimizing BeanCon21 with an exciting lineup of speakers and 
experiences that will include U.S. growers, global influencers, foodservice experts, 
corporate leaders and government officials, among others.  

“While we would have loved to meet in person, we are excited about the opportunity to 
connect virtually and share the incredible innovations happening in the U.S. and global 
bean industries with an even broader audience,” said USDBC Executive Director 
Rebecca Bratter. “Hosting the event in this format will allow us to take attendees places 
we otherwise may not have been able to go—from farmers’ fields to research and 
processing facilities to chefs’ kitchens and more. We are looking forward to 
opportunities to connect with global buyers again in-person when it’s feasible to do so.”  

In addition to innovative plenary sessions, BeanCon21 will provide unique opportunities 
for private business meetings, networking, chef presentations, harvest highlights and 
more. Please visit BeanCon21.com for updates and to learn more.  

About the U.S. Dry Bean Council 
The U.S. Dry Beans Council (USDBC) was formed over forty years ago to represent 
farmers, dealers and corporate members who grow, handle, export and process dry 
beans grown in the United States. The purpose and mission of the USDBC is to provide 
a unified voice for the dry bean industry, and to promote the healthy attributes of our 
food to increase the consumption of beans grown in the United States. The USDBC 
strives to be successful in representing the diverse interests of the U.S. dry bean 
producers, handlers and processors, affecting the U.S. industry’s ability to compete both 
domestically and globally. 


