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Upcoming Event Updates:  Includes month, date, title and updated brief description 
of 2021 market development activities.  
 

• September 2021 
o Preparations for ANUGA21 and Tuttofood21 to be held in person in 

October. 
o Continuation of Legumechef campaign activities in the UK and 

expansion to Belgium and the Netherlands. 
o Outreach to UK based importers/traders. 
o Outreach to companies dealing with bean flours.  
o Continued engagement with the UK Department for International 

Trade (DIT), as well as renewed outreach to the European Commission 
officials in the Directorate General for Trade on counter measures to 
the US steel and aluminum tariffs. 

 
Upcoming Events 

 
Anuga21, Cologne October 9-13 2021 

Salon de Gourmets, Madrid October 18-21, 2021 

Tuttofood21, Milan October 22-26 2021 
Free From Functional and Health 
Ingredients Expo, Amsterdam November 23-24, 2021 

SIAB Expo, Casablanca November 24-27, 2021 
Gulfood, Dubai February 13-17, 2022 
Salon International de L’agriculture, 
Paris February 26 – March 6, 2022 

International Food Expo, London March 21-23 2022 

Alimentaria, Barcelona April 4 - 7, 2022 

Gastronord, Stokholm April 5 – 7, 2022 
 

 
Market/Production/Competitive/Trade Policy Developments 
 
EU-US: In reference to the transatlantic dimension of EU trade, the Slovenian EU 
Council Presidency has expressed that it will be focusing on trade agreement 
negotiations because it wants to revitalize the “crucial geopolitical relationship’’ with 
the North American allies.  
 



Grayling view: Overall, things are on the right track for the EU-US relationship. While 
the steel and aluminum tariffs may take longer to be resolved than initially expected, 
the situation nonetheless presents itself more as a cautious step towards a resolution 
rather than a step back to old habits. The European Commission and the US are 
currently in active discussions to resolve the Section 232 tariffs and countermeasures, 
and we might see first progress by the end of September, and hopefully get a clear 
timeline on the lifting of the tariffs by then. 
 
UK-US: With hopes of a speedy trade deal with the U.S. fading, the U.K. is now looking 
to build bilateral trade relationships with individual U.S. states in an effort to make 
them see the value of US-UK trade for their constituency, and has invited state leaders 
to a series of trade and investment events around the COP26 November climate 
summit in Glasgow. Building these relationships with the U.S. states is seen as crucial 
for eventually securing a trade deal down the road. 
 
Grayling view: As regards UK-US trade relations, it is clear that it is in the UK’s focus 
and best interest to pursue conversations and continue to explore possibilities for 
cooperation with the U.S. Nonetheless, it seems unlikely that the Biden administration 
would push for a deal after the 2022 midterms, due to its proximity to the next 
presidential elections in 2024. A UK-US deal is thus still a long way away.  
 
EU-China: China recently urged UK trade chief Liz Truss to ‘terminate’ the steel 
protections which she extended to protect the U.K steel industry from imports as they 
were “likely breaking’’ World Trade Organization rules. In response to this, without 
clarifying whether Beijing is weighing legal challenges at the WTO, China’s Minister of 
Commerce Mr. Wang Shouwen said that what is actually questionable and plausibly 
not compliant with WTO rule was the way in which the UK had rolled over trade 
remedy measures over from the EU post Brexit. China is not the first to question the 
peculiar UK situation in this specific regard.  
 
In parallel to all this, China has been actively pursuing new trade agreements and 
looking to update its existing deals. However, the EU-China investment deal, still 
frozen in ratification limbo, has not been mentioned by Minister Shouwen. Instead, 
China’s focus currently is on the Progressive Agreement for Trans-Pacific Partnership 
(CPTPP), along with speeding up talks for free trade agreements with Japan and 
Korea, as well as on creating bilateral deals with Norway and Israel.  
 
Meanwhile, the European Commission has just launched a tender for a “China 
Observatory” to track Beijing’s economic policies and “investment flows.” The 
project includes keeping track of the political consequences of China’s rise for the EU 
and analysing “China’s economic relations with major partner countries, including 
the U.S.” Further, a recently-released report by the NGO Business & Human Rights 
Resource Centre (BHRRC) has also confirmed that Chinese companies have a poor 
human rights record abroad. 
 
Grayling View: It is clear to both sides that EU-China trade agreements would be 
extremely mutually beneficial, and it remains in the EU’s priorities to try make these 



happen. However, the difficulties surrounding Beijing’s lack of consistency in what 
regards all the other EU requirements which ought to be met for this commercial 
cooperation to go ahead will continue to obstruct and delay this process. This has 
signified increased EU attention and dedication to establishing trade deals with other 
markets over the past months. However, throughout August, China also seems to have 
halted this pushing (at least provisionally), preferring to diversify and establish less 
complex trade deals with other blocs and nations. 
 
CBAM: In July, China alleged that the proposed Carbon Border Adjustment 
Mechanism (CBAM) did not comply with WTO rules. According to the spokesperson 
for the Chinese Ministry of Ecology and Environment, Liu Youbin, “the Carbon Border 
Adjustment Mechanism is essentially a unilateral measure to extend the climate 
change issue to the trade sector.”  
 
Practically confirming China’s allegations of European protectionism through the 
implementation of the CBAM, the German Greens’ candidate for chancellor, Annalena 
Baerbock, recently vouched for a “climate tax” essentially because, as she has argued, 
it could protect the country’s steel industry from unfair competition from countries 
“like China.” Although some Member State’s backhanded approach to the 
implementation of the CBAM has been blatant, some MEPs have been swift to explain 
that the “CBAM is against pollution, but not against our trading partners’’. 
 
Grayling view: International discomfort and/or disagreement with the CBAM and its 
implementation could cause problems for the initiative, as conflict with major trading 
partners would reduce the effectiveness of the CBAM. However, it can be expected 
that after the clear voicing of a number of concerns from the part of EU trading 
partners and the Parliament, the European Commission will engage in as much 
dialogue as possible with third countries to explain the genuine principle of the CBAM. 
Moreover, China’s animosity, at least partially, is likely to result from a concern about 
its cement and steel exports to the EU, which will be subject to the new CBAM when 
it partially comes into force in 2023. 
 
EU-Mercosur: Environmentalist Members of the European Parliament (MEPs) have 
expressed serious discontent with the fact that the European Commission only 
published the sustainability impact assessment of the EU-Mercosur trade agreement 
after the negotiations were concluded. Fearful that this might weaken necessary 
environmental protections, the answer which these MEPs got from the Commission 
was that “the dedicated dispute settlement mechanism can be activated” and that 
“the Commission services are ready to support Mercosur’s efforts and initiatives 
relating to the protection of the environment, notably to the fight against 
deforestation and biodiversity loss.” The Commission further said that that support 
could signify “higher-level political engagement, intensified dialogue and cooperation 
measures.” 
 
Grayling view: It is clear that the European Commission wishes to proceed with the 
ratification of the Mercosur deal, painstakingly negotiated over 20 years. If done too 
hastily, however, the EU risks allegations of general maladministration and lack of 



attention to detail when it comes to the due diligence measures which must be 
respected by Mercosur. Due diligence is a particularity sensitive subject in the trade 
agreement due to the deforestation of the Amazon which has been taking place under 
Brazilian President Bolsonaro. 
 
Common Agricultural Policy: Currently, the CAP is made up of two main items: direct 
payments to farmers, and support for rural development. However, a third pillar is 
now taking shape: CAP payments will now be linked to compliance with minimum 
standards on working conditions under the so-called social conditionality. Moreover, 
on 4 August, the Commission also adopted a decision allowing farmers to receive 
larger advances on CAP payments. This move has been effectuated in response to the 
Covid-19 crisis and the impact of the recent bad weather conditions across the EU. 
 
Grayling view: After much negotiating, the CAP is reaching a shape which is being 
positively received by mostly everyone. One can thus expect a speedier and easier 
way forward in what regards the CAP’s journey towards being adopted. Nevertheless, 
the sustainability ambitions of the CPA will have to go hand in hand with trade policies 
for genuine sustainability goals to be achievable, as recently demonstrated in a 
European Commission report. 
 
Sustainable corporate governance: There has been an unexpected push in 
sustainable corporate governance legislation advancements. As it will take some time 
until the Commission proposal comes into action, EU member states have started to 
take action by introducing their own due diligence laws. Most recently, Belgium has 
moved in this direction. Worth noting is that it is not just NGOs pushing for as due 
diligence law in Belgium. Around 60 companies and business federations have also 
asked for a due diligence law to avoid unfair competition. 
 
Grayling view: EU efforts to set these supply chain due diligence requirements for 
unfair trading practices and labor/human right abuses will make it more difficult for 
products to be sold on the EU market if there is no transparency proving that these 
requirements are met. As such, already developed agricultural growing areas will 
benefit from reduced competition particularly from crops produced in developing 
countries (as this is where these requirements are most typically unmet).  
 
 
Work Accomplished This Month (Include pictures and especially highlight completed 
activities and successes) 
 

• August 2021 
o Continuation of Legumechef campaign activities in the UK, Belgium and 

the Netherlands. 
o Meetings with EU and UK trade representatives regarding the Section 

232 Steel and Aluminum Tariffs. 
o Research and outreach to companies dealing with bean flours.  
o Re-establishing contacts and outreach to all EMENA buyers/traders. 
o Preparations for Anuga and Tuttofood in full swing. 



 
USDBC Head Office Follow up Needed: 
 
 
Trade Statistics Report 
 
EU (plus Turkey and Ukraine) imports of HS 07133390 from US: April 2021 to June 2021 and year-on-
year with 2020. 

 Quantity (MT) Quantity (MT) Quantity (MT) 

 
Apr. 2021 

  
Apr. 2020 

  
May 2021 

 
May 2020 

 
June 2021 June 2020 

EU27 25415 32625 46064 28979 20373 3396 
Belgium 599 1605 2595 N/A 1640 803 

France 3508 793 2274 736 2516 1219 
Germany  1039 2994 849 1996 1020 1796 
Italy 15040 23130 36657 23133 10776 27315 
Spain 1628 4103 1880 3114 2212 2633 
Turkey 461 25 0 0 0 0 
Ukraine 0 0 0 0 0 0 

 

Legume Chef – Social Media Insights 
Instagram insights – April 2021 – July 2021  

• 2,160 followers added since the account launched on 10/12/20  

• 7% engagement rate during Q3 (compared to average UK Instagram engagement 
rate of 3%) 

• 210 average likes per post / 2 comments per post  

• 112,672 total accounts reached 

• 2,672 total profile visits  

• 101 website clicks  

• 245,170 users reached through promoted content  


