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Monthly Report for January 2021 – Japan 

1. Projects for February 2021 

• Finalize Japanese buyer’s video for BeanCon21 

• Recruit Japanese importers and buyers to attend the BeanCon21 conference March 2-4, 2021. 

• Support 1:1 meeting scheduling for BeanCon21. 

• Contact Japanese importers to collect data on the impact of the coronavirus on US dry bean 

business in Japan to forward along to USDBC members. 

• Forward U.S. dry bean import statistics for the month of December 2020 to USDBC. 

• Plan a webinar for late spring 2021 focusing on the topic of “Innovating with U.S. Dry Beans”. 

The webinar will target food manufacturers and dry bean importers, and focus on introducing 

new applications for U.S dry beans using various bean classes in order to stimulate interest in 

new product concepts using US dry beans. As part of the webinar, the health benefits of US dry 

beans will also be emphasized.  

 

2. Corona Virus Update 

 

• The Japanese government declared a second state of emergency in early January to combat the 

rise in COVID-19 cases.  Originally planned to be lifted February 7, 2021, the state of emergency 

was extended until March 7, 2021 in the major metropolitan prefectures throughout Japan.     

 

• The state of emergency requires restaurants to stop in-dining by 8:00 pm, a cessation of alcohol 

orders from 7:00 pm, encourages greater teleworking, and asks citizens to refrain from going out 

after 8:00 pm unless necessary. In order to compensate for the business losses, the government is 

adopting measures to provide compensatory subsidies to restaurant owners as long as the state of 

emergency lasts.  Previously, the government had been encouraging consumers to travel 

domestically and eat-out by offering subsidies up to 30% of the costs directly to consumers as part 

of its GoTo Travel and Eat campaign.  The Go To program was terminated in December when 

COVID-19 cases surged dramatically. The government intends to revitalize the Go To campaign 

but will wait until the pandemic subsides. 

 

• The government announced on February 14th that it is approving the use of the first vaccine in 

Japan, the Pfizer vaccine.  It is expected that the first doses will be administered to health workers 

beginning the third week of February.  Japan has contracted for 144 million dosages of the Pfizer 
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vaccine.  Health care workers and those over 65 years of age will be prioritized.  All vaccinations 

nationwide will be free.  Vaccines from Moderna and Astrazeneca are still under review for 

potential approval later this spring.  

  

Travel, tourism, hotel and related businesses continue to suffer as a result of the pandemic. Since 

the start of the pandemic, the number of in-bound visitors to Japan declined over 97% versus prior 

year, to a few thousand compared to nearly 3 million a month in 2019.  Hotel bookings continue 

to be depressed nationwide and banquet events are nearly all cancelled. Retail food purchase for 

home consumption has increased as people decide to eat at home more often to minimize virus 

transmission risks. 

 

The coronavirus has had a serious negative impact on the consumption of US dry beans and dry beans in 

general in Japan. This is due to the following: 

 

• Most dry beans, including US dry beans, are used as ingredients for making bean paste which is 

used in the production of high-end confections and sweets.  These confections are normally sold 

at department stores and high-end Japanese food shops as special treats for parties, tea ceremonies, 

and gifts for special occasions.  They are also popular at many tourist venues for visitors from 

outside Japan who wish to try authentic traditional Japanese sweets. 

 

• As a result of COVID-19, most celebratory events and gatherings have been cancelled. Customer 

traffic at traditional outlets such as department stores has shrunk dramatically. Tourist traffic, which 

was a bright spot in the Japanese economy until recently, has nearly disappeared as travel bans 

have been implemented.  All this is causing a severe decline in the sales of high-end confections 

which constitutes the main market for dry beans. 

 

 

3. Dry Bean Import Statistics 

Overall, exports of U.S. dry beans to Japan as measured by the Japanese government for the whole of 

2020 decreased 22.9 % to 6,826 MT from 8,854 MT in the same period prior year. The decline of 

imports of U. S. dry beans are the result of the decrease in sales of high-end confections and sweets 

as a result of the coronavirus outbreak in January. The primary usage of US dry beans is for the 

manufacture of bean paste which is the key ingredient in high-end confections, which are tyically sold 

for gift and special celebratory occasions, and purchased by tourists visiting Japan who enjoy eating 

traditional Japanese sweets.  

Imports of U.S. baby lima beans and other NES dry beans decreased 35.0% for the full twelve months 

of 2020 to 3,414 MT versus 5,252 MT in 2019.  US small red beans imports decreased 39.9% versus 

prior year to 226 MT, while kidney beans and great northerns declined 7.9% to 2,411 MT. Imports of 

U.S. garbanzo beans, which are used for non-bean paste applications such as salads, increased 27.5%, 

to 775 MT compared to 608 MT in the same period 2019. 
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As a result of the COVID-19 pandemic, imports of dry beans from around the world to Japan 

decreased 19.5% to 50,923 MT for the full twelve months of 2020 compared to 63,248 MT in 2019.   

Prices for the HS code for “Other beans” (which include baby limas) from the U.S. as measured on a 

CNF basis to Japan were ¥134.6/kg for the full twelve months of 2020, compared to 140.6 yen/kg. 

the same period in 2019. On a dollar basis, the value of baby lima bean imports was approximately 

$4.3 million for the full twelve months of 2020.  

In comparison, prices of Myanmar butter beans, with which baby limas compete, were 80.1 yen/kg 

for the full twelve months 2020 compared to 110.6 yen/kg the same period prior year. 

Prices for Myanmar butter beans have fallen as demand has declined due to the impact of COVID-19 

on export markets. 

CNF Price Japan Port, HS code 0713.39.226 

 

    

 

 

 

4. Activities during January 2020 

• Helped coordinate production of the Japanese buyer’s video for BeanCon21 

• Contacted importers about the BeanCon21 event in March 2021 to encourage participation in the 

2019 2020 % Chg. 2019 2020 % Chg.

Adzuki (Small red)

(HS code 071332010)
0 63 #DIV/0! 376 226 -39.9%

Kidney Beans                                      

(Great Northern, Tebou & Navy beans)

(HS code 071333221)

20 115 475.0% 2,618 2,411 -7.9%

Other Bean (includes baby limas)

(HS code 071339226)
117 18 -84.6% 5,252 3,414 -35.0%

Garbanzos

(HS code 071320020)
6 63 950.0% 608 775 27.5%

TOTAL 143 259 81.1% 8,854 6,826 -22.9%

Bean Category
November (MT) YTD (MT)

U.S. Dry Bean Exports to Japan

Souce:  Trade Data Monitor Import Statistics

Dec. 2020 Dec.. 2019 YTD 2020 YTD 2019

Myanmar Beans 71.6 96.6 80.1 110.6

USA Lima Beans 71.3 118.8 134.6 140.1

Source:  Japanese Government Import Statistics

Yen Price/kg CNF Japan
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virtual conference. 

• Contacted Japanese importers to collect data on the impact of the coronavirus on US dry bean 

business in Japan to forward along to USDBC members. 

• Forwarded U.S. dry bean import statistics for the month of November 2020 to USDBC. 

 

5. Economic Conditions in Japan  

• The COVID 19 pandemic continues to dampen economic activity in Japan. It is anticipated that 

GDP will be negative for the first quarter of 2021.  The extension of the state of emergency until 

March 7, 2021 has reduced consumer spending.  Wages are also under pressure as more part time 

workers are laid-off.  

• International Travel:  The slowdown in the economy is worsened by the sharp decrease in tourists 

to Japan. Tourism had been a bright spot in the Japanese economy until this year.  The number of 

foreign visitors to Japan declined 97.7% in November versus the same month prior year, the 15th 

straight month of decline. Due to travel restrictions, it is expected that the number of visitors will 

remain severely curtailed until consumer confidence in international travel begins to rebound. 

  

 

 

Dry Bean Quota: 

 

The dry bean quota for the fiscal 2020 (April 1st, 2020 – March 31st, 2021) is as follows: 

 

 

1. General Quota Small red (Adzuki) beans: 14,200 MT 

 Peas and broad bean: 13,000 MT 

 
Pegin beans & other beans, excluding small 

red, peas, & broad bean: 
20,000 MT 

2. Okinawa Quota Dry beans: 3,700 MT 

 

Due Date of Customs: March 31st, 2021 
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